
What is the Gospel? 
 
Our discussion continues on the correct biblical meaning of faith.  Last week we stated that 

it is God’s appointed means by which Christ is apprehended as he is proclaimed in the 

gospel. 

Of course we’re not saying that all faith in the miracles of Jesus is not saving faith.  For 

example, in Jn 2:11, we are told that Jesus’ changing water into wine at the wedding feast 

of Cana, “manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.”  Further, Jesus explicitly 

pleads with the Jews to accept that his works were given to him by the Father and that, on 

their evidence, the Jews should believe that he was the authentic Messiah:  “If I am not 

doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; but if I do them, even though you do 

not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in 

me and I am in the Father."”  Jn 10:37-38.  [Emphasis added].  See also v. 25, “..the works 

that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me,” Lastly, John unambiguously states 

that his inscripturated record of Jesus’ miracles was intended to save the souls of its 

readers: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”  20:30-31.   

Our point is simply that the miracles and signs of Christ pointed beyond themselves to His 

divine Person and power.  They serve to introduce and to emphasize Jesus’ teaching that 

he was the eternal Son of God who had become incarnate in order to provide salvation for 

those that the Father had given him in eternity past.  Jesus’ signs always pointed beyond 

themselves, always reached beyond his saving power to perform them, to himself, the 

Savior Jesus Christ.  This is the confident testimony of the writer to the Hebrews who 

strenuously warns his readers against neglecting the salvation that Christ, who was superior 

to the angels, provides : “Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have 

heard, lest we drift away from it.  For since the message declared by angels proved to be 

reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we 

escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was 

attested to us by those who heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and 

various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”  Heb 2:1-4 

[emphasis added]. 

Our emphasis is simply that we have to exercise due diligence and caution to ensure that 

we are not trusting in the miracles of Jesus for our salvation but in the thing signified by 

them, that is, the Person to whom they point, the Lord himself.  The faith which stops at his 

miracles does not penetrate to the depths of his being and woefully falls short of 

acknowledging him as the Messiah sent from the bosom of the Father to seek and save lost 

souls.  It admires him and respects him for his good deeds but does not submit to him as 

Lord and Savior.  It recognizes his power but does not receive him in the fullness of his 

Person.  It is impressed by his works but it does not lay hold of him with a fides viva.  Such 

latter faith is a gift of God, Eph 2:8; 6:23; Phi 1:9.  It is God the Holy Spirit who sovereignly 

produces saving faith in our hearts when we hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.  “So faith 

comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”  Rom 10:17.  [Emphasis 

added].  Thus, not all faith in Christ is saving faith.  We must exercise discernment in such 

deliberations.   


